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Fox Chapel Area School District 
Enrollment and Demographics

Enrollment 4158 Economically 
Disadvantaged 26.05%

American Indian/Alaskan Native .1% Students with Disabilities 12%

Asian 7.7% Students with 504s 4%

Black 3.8% Students with Gifted 
Services 7%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander .02% Career and Tech Enrollment 57

Hispanic 3.8% Charter School Enrollment ~ 60

White 78.8% Percent Male 53.3%

2 or More Races 5.8% Percent Female 46.6%

Source: October 2022 LEA State Accuracy Certification Statement



PDE Assessment Requirements

PSSA– Pennsylvania System of School Assessment
● Grades 3-8 - English Language Arts and Mathematics
● Grades 4 and 8 – Science

“The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment is a standards-based, 
criterion-referenced assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with 
an understanding of student and school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of 
the academic standards.  These standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science 
and Technology identify what a student should know and be able to do at varying grade levels.  
School districts possess the freedom to design curriculum and instruction to ensure that students 
meet or exceed the standards' expectations.”  Source: PA Department of Education 



PDE Assessment Requirements

Keystone Exams 
● Algebra, Biology, Literature Exams
● Completed by Grades 9-11 (7-11 for Algebra) but 

reported in 11th Grade

“The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency 
in the subject areas of Algebra I, Biology, and Literature. The Keystone Exams are one 
component of Pennsylvania's new system of high school graduation requirements. 
Keystone Exams will help school districts guide students toward meeting state 
standards.” Source: Source: PA Department of Education



PDE Assessment Achievement Reporting 
Categories

Performance Level Performance Level Description

Advanced
Reflects superior academic performance.  Advanced work indicates an in-depth 
understanding and exemplary display of the skills included in the PA Core 
Standards for a student’s grade level.  

Proficient
Reflects satisfactory academic performance.  Proficient work indicates an 
understanding and adequate display of skills included in the PA Core Standards for 
a student’s grade level. 

Basic
Reflects marginal academic performance.  Basic work indicates a partial 
understanding and limited display of the skills included in the PA Core Standards for 
a student’s grade level.  

Below Basic
Reflects inadequate academic performance.  Below Basic work indicates little 
understanding and minimal display of the skills included in the PA Core Standards 
for a student’s grade level.  



Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Guidance for Data Review 

Interpreting Results on the School Year 2020-2021 PSSAs and Keystone Exams 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education states “While the assessments did not change, the 
timing of the assessments and student participation rates, in combination with contextual factors 
related to the Covid-19 pandemic, necessitate caution in the interpretation and use of results.”

In addition, PDE outlines “three broad recommendations for LEAs to consider when analyzing and 
communicating student, school, or LEA-level assessment data, including accountability reporting.”

1. Focus on Describing and Contextualizing Performance
2. Use Results and Other Evidence to Inform Plans for the 2021-2022 School Year
3. Avoid Data Comparisons and Attributions 
 



Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Guidance for Data Review 

● PDE extended the 2020-21 assessment window through fall 2021 to maximize schools’ ability 
to safely administer Federally mandated assessments. The extension of the window delayed 
final data accordingly.

 
● Participation in 2020-21 State assessments decreased more than 25% from 2018-19, the last 

regular administration of the assessments. Pandemic-related disruptions impacted testing 
conditions to varying degrees across schools and regions. Low participation yields results that 
are not representative of whole school or student group performance. 

 
● PA Act 136 of 2020 waived “banked scores” for middle and high school students who would 

have taken a Keystone Exam in 2019-20, decreasing the count of eligible testers in the 
2020-21 cohort.



Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Guidance for Data Review 

● In any year, multiple data points, such as participation and attendance rates, academic growth 
data, and local assessment data, should be considered simultaneously when analyzing 
student performance. Given the differential effects of the pandemic, comparisons 
between schools across districts or across school years are improper.

 
● While the data limitations prevent cross year comparisons and comparisons between school 

entities that tested at different times and under different conditions, results may be more 
useful for evaluating academic impacts within a given school or school entity. In addition, 
results may provide parents and families of students who did participate in the testing some 
evidence of how their student performed.

 
● As a reminder, 2020-21 State assessment results were not used in educator evaluation.



2020-2021 PSSA Results  

GRADE LEVEL English Language Arts 
Proficient/Advanced

Mathematics 
Proficient/Advanced

Science 
Proficient/Advanced

3rd 87.0% 86.7% N/A

4th 87.9% 77.6% 95.6%

5th 90.8% 81.3% N/A

6th 87.6% 61.2% N/A

7th 77.3% 63.2% N/A

8th 85.5% 57.1% 76.7%



2020-2021 Keystone Results

SUBJECT AREA Algebra Biology Literature

Percent 
Proficient/Advanced 65.0% 74.6% 85.3%

Number of Students 
Tested 317* 276 293

*Includes DMS students in an Algebra Course



Future Ready PA Index



Future Ready PA Index
Fox Chapel Area High School



FCASD and Pennsylvania 3-Year Achievement



FCASD and Pennsylvania 3-Year Achievement 



FCASD and Pennsylvania 3-Year Achievement  



Fox Chapel Area High School 
Advanced Placement (AP) Results



Fox Chapel Area High School Class of 
2021 SAT Results

ERW = Evidence-Based Reading & Writing

A total of 213 students in the Class of 2021 took the SAT during their junior or senior year.



Board Overview and Data Presentation



What is PASS?

PASS is an online survey that assesses students’ social and 
emotional barriers to learning. Students typically take this twice a 
year – in the Fall and Spring. 

Some key information:
• The survey only takes about 15-20 minutes to complete
• It is very easy and straightforward to use
• Guardians are able to opt-out



What is FCASD’s goal for PASS data?

Immediate:
• Evaluate student level data to identify potential barriers to learning

Future:
• Inform teaching strategies and intervention programs currently 

implemented
• Take a proactive and targeted approach to SEL across tiers of support
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The PASS survey can 
guide action steps to 
support potential 
student needs

Over multiple 
administrations, the 
PASS survey will 
provide data 
supporting trends 
within the district



What the survey 
looks like…
• Students will enter a unique, 

confidential, access code and 
click ‘Login’

• Grades K-1: there is 1 
question per page and 27 
questions max.  Each 
question is read aloud and 
teachers helped facilitate 
understanding.

• Grades 2-12: there are 5 
questions per page and 50 
questions max. Staff read 
aloud when needed.



Understanding PASS Reports

Non-standardized, or percentage, scores are the results of the survey 
from the district alone and do not include any comparisons with other 
districts. They are particularly useful for the senior leadership team within 
the district to obtain an overall view of how the students feel as a whole, 
what they are satisfied with, and where they feel there is room for 
improvement. Percentage scores are shown in the bar charts.

The non-standardized score is particularly useful when comparing 
multiple administrations to measure changes across time.

Source: GL Education - PASS 2022



Fox Chapel Area 
Baseline Data

PASS 1: Grades K-1



Pass Factors (K-1)

Factor 1 - Feelings about school
Measuring students’ sense of well-being, safety and 
comfort in school.

Factor 2 - Preparedness for learning

Measures students’ views of how positive and 
successful they feel in their specific capabilities as 
learners.

Factor 3 - Learner self-worth

Measures how positive and confident children feel 
about themselves as learners. It includes perseverance 
or stickability and enjoyment of learning.

Factor 4 - Response to learning

Measures students’ perceptions of the appropriateness 
of the level of difficulty of work they are asked to 
complete.



PASS 1: Grade K-1 Cohort Overview

Investigate



Fox Chapel Area 
Baseline Data

PASS 2: Grades 2-5
PASS 3: Grades 6-12



Pass Factors (2-12)

Factor 1 - Feelings about school Measuring students’ sense of well-being, safety and comfort in school.

Factor 2 - Perceived learning capability
Measures students’ views of how positive and successful they feel in their specific capabilities as 
learners.

Factor 3 - Self-regard as a learner Measures the impact of their learning on their concept of self more generally.

Factor 4 - Preparedness for learning
Measures students’ perceptions of their behavior and attitude in learning situations (including 
metacognitive skills).

Factor 5 - Attitudes to teachers Measures students’ perceptions of their relationships with teachers.

Factor 6 - General work ethic Measures students’ attitudes and responses to work in general.

Factor 7 - Confidence in learning
Measures students’ confidence in approaching and dealing with learning and perseverance when 
presented with challenging tasks, and includes associated feelings such as a ‘high’ anxiety 
element.

Factor 8 - Attitudes to attendance Measures students’ attitudes to attendance at school.

Factor 9 - Response to curriculum 
demands

Measures students’ perceptions of the appropriateness of the level of difficulty of work they are 
asked to complete.



PASS 2: Grade 2- 5 Cohort Overview

Investigate



PASS 3: Grade 6-12 Cohort Overview

Investigate



Example Student Data (K-1)



Example Student Data Grade 2-12



Next Steps

School counselors, building principals and  
district administration have identified any 
students who may need additional support
● Utilize data in coordination with SAP 

process, Care Solace, SEL curriculum, and 
the district mental health needs 
assessment

Additional administrations in Spring and Fall 
2022 will allow the district to evaluate for 
trends across cohorts and factors


